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This handbook is designed to provide students and parents 
with important information related to all subjects and studies 
in Year 9, 2019 at St Michael’s Grammar School. A detailed 
account of the subjects and studies in Years 10, 11 and 12 is 
provided in separate curriculum handbooks.

In Years 7 and 8, the curriculum reflects the belief that students 
in early secondary schooling benefit from participating in a 
broad range of core learning opportunities. As students move 
into Year 9, the curriculum provides more opportunities for 
choice via options offered within core areas of study and the 
elective program. In doing so, we encourage students to take 
an increasing level of responsibility for their program and to try 
the subjects that they may wish to take in Year 10 and beyond. 
Educational research suggests that students, particularly those 
in their middle years of schooling, become more engaged in 
their studies if they are given greater control of what and how 
they learn. All students complete core studies and the selection 
of options within the elective program does not preclude 
students from taking alternative electives in the following year. 
Each of the options is designed to be a stand-alone unit of 
work, and hence a Semester 1 option is not a prerequisite for 
a Semester 2 option. The exceptions to this are the Language 
options which must be undertaken at Year 9 if they are to be 
selected at Year 10.

In constructing the program in any given year, we make 
every effort to meet the subject selection preferences of the 
maximum number of students. However, some options may 
not be offered due to insufficient demand and individual 
students may not always be given their first preference options.

St Michael’s is committed to preparing students to be 
independent learners and responsible citizens. We endeavour 
to provide an invigorating learning environment in which 
students acquire knowledge and skills which are critical in them 
becoming lifelong learners. Students who succeed tend to be 
those who have good organisational skills, lead a balanced 
lifestyle and who have a sense of optimism about their future. 
The challenge for parents and teachers is to provide them with 
just the right level of support and advice that communicates 
both our confidence and our trust in them.

Tim Dorning
Associate Head (Teaching and Learning)

Overview
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All students in Year 9 are required to undertake the following 
core subjects.

•	 Anam	Cara	Learning

•	 English

•	 Health	and	Physical	Education	(combined	subject)

•	 Humanities

•	 Languages	(French,	Italian	or	Japanese,	continued		
 from Year 8)

•	 Mathematics

•	 Outdoor	Education

•	 	 Positive	Learning

•	 Science

Students are also required to select two semester-long 
elective subjects.

 

Year 9 Course Structure
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Year 9 Course Structure
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This course seeks to apply the principles studied in Year 7 and 8 
to current issues which are relevant to students’ lives. The main 
focus for the year is to contemplate the theme of meaning. The 
main objectives of the Year 9 Anam Cara Learning curriculum 
are: 

•	 To develop in students an appreciation of the search for 
meaning common to humanity

•	 Discovering meaning and purpose through grief and loss

•	 Discovering meaning and purpose through the principles 
of Christianity and Buddhism

•	 To develop in students a broad appreciation of issues 
related to wellbeing from a religious perspective

•	 To develop in students an understanding of the 
importance of the sanctity of life and different 
perspectives of this issue

The topics covered in the course include:

•	 Spiritual intelligence

•	 Grief and suffering

•	 What matters/ethics

•	 Socratic inquiry 

Anam Cara Learning

Year 9 Core SubjectsYear 9 Core Subjects



Year 9 English invites students to engage in how English is an 
active and changing language. ‘How have others represented 
our world?’ is the key question aimed to stimulate debate and 
invite participation by exploring how: 

•	 Language grows and changes over time 

•	 Historical, social and cultural contexts shape language use 

•	 Narrative texts will be seen to have multiple 
interpretations 

•	 Persuasive	and	informative	texts	can	be	explored	as	part	of	
a living language 

•	 Texts show us about ourselves and others

 
Creating Texts

Close readings of a range of text types will provide students 
with an understanding of how language is used to construct 
key features of literary texts. Students will apply their 
knowledge of the set texts in order to construct their own 
creative response.

Poetics

Students read a range of poems to evaluate, explore and 
analyse how form and content can be used to establish 
meaning. Students will also explore spoken poetry through 
group readings and chosen songs.

Texts and context

Students study a range of literary texts to compare and 
contrast how context may have helped shape their meanings. 
Students will explore a range of text types in their comparative 
analysis. 

Persuasive language

Students learn to analyse how language can be used to position 
and persuade a reader to a particular point of view. Students 
learn to construct their own persuasive text on an issue of 
personal and social significance.

Anam Cara Learning English
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Health	and	Physical	Education	focuses	on	students	enhancing	
their own and others’ health, safety, wellbeing and physical 
activity participation in varied and changing contexts. 
Health	and	Physical	Education	offers	students	an	experiential	
curriculum that is contemporary, relevant, challenging, 
enjoyable and physically active.

In Health classes, students develop the knowledge, 
understanding and skills to strengthen their sense of self, and 
build and manage satisfying relationships. The curriculum 
helps them to be resilient, and to make decisions and take 
actions to promote their health, safety and physical activity 
participation. As students mature, they develop and use 
critical inquiry skills to research and analyse the knowledge 
of the field and to understand the influences on their own 
and others’ health, safety and wellbeing. They also learn 
to use resources for the benefit of themselves and for the 
communities with which they identify with and to which  
they belong.

Integral	to	Physical	Education	classes	is	the	acquisition	of	
movement skills, concepts and strategies to enable students  
to confidently, competently and creatively participate in 
a range of physical activities. As a foundation for lifelong 
physical activity participation and enhanced performance, 
students develop proficiency in movement skills, physical 
activities and movement concepts, and acquire an 
understanding of the science behind how the body moves. 
In doing so, they develop an appreciation of the significance 
of physical activity, outdoor recreation and sport both in 
Australian society and globally. 

Movement is a powerful medium for learning, through 
which students can acquire, practise and refine personal, 
behavioural,	social	and	cognitive	skills.	The	Health	and	Physical	
Education curriculum addresses how contextual factors 
influence the health, safety, wellbeing, and physical activity 
patterns of individuals, groups and communities. It provides 
opportunities for students to develop skills, self-efficacy and 
dispositions to advocate for, and positively influence, their 
own and others’ health and wellbeing.

Healthy, active living includes promoting physical fitness, 
healthy body weight, psychological wellbeing, cognitive 
capabilities and learning. A healthy, active population 
improves productivity and personal satisfaction, promotes 
pro-social behaviour and reduces the occurrence of chronic 

disease.	Health	and	Physical	Education	teaches	students	how	
to enhance their health, safety and wellbeing and contribute 
to building healthy, safe and active communities.

Health	and	Physical	Education	aims	to	develop	the	knowledge,	
understanding and skills to enable students to:

•	 Access, evaluate and synthesise information to take 
positive action to protect, enhance and advocate for 
their own and others’ health, wellbeing, safety and 
physical activity participation across their lifespan

•	 Develop and use personal, behavioural, social and 
cognitive skills and strategies to promote a sense of 
personal identity and wellbeing and to build and manage 
respectful relationships

•	 Acquire, apply and evaluate movement skills, concepts 
and strategies to respond confidently, competently and 
creatively in a variety of physical activity contexts and 
settings

•	 Engage in and enjoy regular movement-based learning 
experiences and understand and appreciate their 
significance to personal, social, cultural, environmental 
and health practices and outcomes

•	 Analyse how varied and changing personal and 
contextual factors shape understanding of, and 
opportunities for, health and physical activity locally, 
regionally and globally

Health	and	Physical	Education

Year 9 Core SubjectsYear 9 Core Subjects



The	Health	and	Physical	Education	curriculum	at	Year	9	
plays a significant role in building the knowledge, skills and 
understanding that apply to a range of health, wellbeing, safety 
and movement contexts, including:

•	 Alcohol and other drugs

•	 Health benefits of physical activity

•	 Mental health and wellbeing

•	 Relationships and sexuality

•	 Safety

•	 Active play and minor games

•	 Fundamental	movement	skills

•	 Games and sports  

•	 Swimming and water safety

•	 Challenge activities (diving)
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Year 9 Humanities challenges student understanding and 
interpretation of the modern world by analysing and evaluating 
global, national and community issues and acknowledging the 
complexities of contemporary life that have underpinned our 
modern society. 

Students will investigate the Making of the Modern World from 
1750 to 1918; the significant events, ideas and innovations that 
shaped a period of rapid change in Australia and Asia, culminating 
in World War I (1914-1918). Students will examine food security 
as a contemporary global issue and the conditions that determine 
patterns of food production and consumption, become aware of 
its impact on the natural environment and evaluate sustainable 
solutions.

The Year 9 curriculum gives students the opportunity to further 
develop their understanding of economics and business concepts 
by considering Australia’s economic performance and standard of 
living. Students will also examine and interpret how the Australian 
democratic and legal system operates, enables change and what 
influences the decision-making processes. 

Students utilise a range of skills, including analysis, synthesis, 
collaboration, decision-making, evaluation, reflection and 
communication, to undertake inquiry into the significant historical 
events and contemporary issues that have contributed to our 
nation at a local, regional and global level.

The main objectives of the Humanities curriculum are to develop 
in students:

•	 A curiosity, imagination and awareness of human interaction 
with the world around them

•	 An understanding of the causes of change in making the 
modern world 1750-1918

•	 An appreciation of the interconnectedness between people 
and environments and explain aspects of sustainability as 
being related to geographical contexts

•	 An understanding of Australia’s democratic system and how it 
achieves change

•	 The ability to think and apply the discipline-based 
understanding concepts of Geography, History, Economics 
and Civics and Citizenship

•	 The ability to develop research inquiry skills, conduct a 
fieldwork study and examine case studies

•	 The skills and knowledge necessary to approach their VCE 
with confidence and capacity

The topics covered in the course include History, Geography, Civics 
and Citizenship, and Economics. 

Semester 1: History Making of the Modern 
World

•	 How has the modern world changed? 

•	 What were the causes and effects of the Industrial Revolution?

•	 What are the links between economic performance and living 
standards? 

Semester 2: Becoming a Global Citizen

•	  How did World War 1 shape Australian identity?

•	  How do we protect, manage and sustain our food security? 

•	 What role does political parties and individual representatives 
have in shaping a democratic society?

Humanities

Year 9 Core SubjectsYear 9 Core Subjects



Years 9 and 10 are transition years in the learning of languages at 
St Michael’s. After at least two years of studying the basics of the 
language of their choice, students can now concentrate on interacting 
in this language. Communication is increasingly the keyword. 

French

The	French	course,	both	in	Year	9	and	Year	10,	uses	diverse	texts	and	
the School’s computer network to explore a number of themes: 

•	 What do we look like (physical descriptions, body parts, being 
sick and expressing it)? 

•	 La	Francophonie

•	 French	Art	(description	of	some	works	of	art,	cultural	
background)

•	 La gastronomie (shopping for food, cultural importance of 
food	in	France,	planning	a	meal,	recipes,	setting	the	table,	use	of	
commands) 

•	 Planning	and	talking	about	holidays	(places,	health,	activities	and	
weather)

In Year 9, there is a strong emphasis on the use of verbs as they are 
a cornerstone for communication in most of these themes. An 
understanding of verbs is indispensable in order to be able to use 
language	in	different	tenses,	particularly	the	past	tense.	Pre-reading	
skills are developed with the particular study of a simplified classic 
novel.  

Italian

The Year 9 and 10 courses in Italian make available a variety of written 
and aural texts that allow students to examine a range of grammatical 
structures and vocabulary; the main goal being to facilitate 
communication. Set topics throughout the courses encourage an 
efficient and systematic approach.

In the Year 9 Italian course, students examine the present and past 
tenses, articulated prepositions, modal verbs and further grammar 
structures, across some of the following themes:

•	 The four seasons (descriptions of differences between seasons 
and the difference between seasons in Australia and Italy, 
describing the weather) 

•	 Free	time	and	leisure	(communicating	what	one	enjoys	doing	in	
their spare time, where they like to go and what they like to do in 
various locations) 

•	 Italians and food (shopping for food, quantities, recipes, 
preparing food) 

•	 Sport in Italy (various sports with an emphasis on Italian soccer, 
verbs of movement, comparisons between Italy and Australia) 

•	 The	Renaissance	in	Florence

Japanese

The Years 9 and 10 courses have been designed to give students 
the knowledge and skills in speaking, comprehending, reading and 
writing,	in	order	to	enable	them	to	interact	with	others	in	Japanese.	
It has also been designed to develop an awareness of the structure of 
the language. Students will be required to extend further the range 
of personal information they can give. They will undertake a range of 
communicative tasks: both spoken and written, which will require 
them to learn expressions and grammar patterns.

Topics/themes explored include friends and self, daily routine, school 
life,	eating	habits,	seasons,	festivals,	and	travelling	in	Japan.	Students	
will	further	extend	their	understanding	of	the	Japanese	culture	and	
the	Japanese	way	of	life.

Students work towards being able to: 

•	 Communicate appropriately in a variety of situations within the 
family, school, peer group and community to maintain social 
relationships	in	Japanese	

•	 Use and adapt models to express opinions about aspects of daily 
life and learner interests, providing some facts to support these 
opinions 

•	 Use some socially and culturally appropriate communication 
strategies in oral interactions 

•	 Read for enjoyment, using strategies such as contextual clues or 
reference to a dictionary where necessary 

•	 Identify socially and culturally important features of texts read 

•	 Construct sentences accurately and appropriately using a wide 
range of vocabulary and grammar patterns 

Languages
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Exciting changes have been made to the way our Mathematics 
curriculum is delivered in Years 7 to 9, which places learning and 
understanding at the very heart of the delivery. Mathematics is 
central to our core curriculum and is compulsory through to the 
end	of	Year	10.	From	Years	7	to	10,	the	curriculum	is	structured	to	
meet the needs and requirements of the Australian Curriculum and 
focusses on the following topics (or strands):

•	 Number and Algebra 

•	 Measurement and Geometry

•	 Statistics	and	Probability

Within each strand, we cover concepts relating to the study of:

•	 Using Units of Measurement

•	 Geometry Reasoning

•	 Probability

•	 Statistics

•	 Chance

•	 Real	Numbers	and	Place	Value

•	 Linear and Non-Linear Relationships

•	 Patterns	and	Algebra

•	 Pythagoras’	Theorem	and	Trigonometry

Embracing individual differences, learning 
needs and cognitive ability

Each student learns in a different way, at a different pace and 
with different levels of personal expectation. We understand the 
importance of delivering Mathematics at a level which students 
can cognitively comprehend.

Students are taught in six-week blocks, each block dedicated to 
a stream of the Australian Curriculum. At the start of each block, 
students will be pre-tested to ascertain their current understanding 
of a topic. The pre-test contains questions ranging from Year 6 to 
a Year 10A level. This information is used to group the students as 
per their current understanding of a topic. If a student is already 
demonstrating understanding at a Year 10 level then we will group 
them and teach them content at that level. This aims to stretch and 
challenge those students ahead of their peers, whilst also catering 
for the students who have found Mathematics more challenging.

Consequently, the year level will be grouped by prior 
understanding and comprehension rather than chronological age. 

We feel that a student’s ability to grow should be measured and 
rewarded. At the end of each unit of work, students are post-
tested and then not only is their level of achievement at each year 
reported, but so is their level of growth. This will allow all students 
to feel like they are achieving.

With this dynamic approach to the grouping of students, students 
will move up and down the levels depending on both the topic 
and prior experience. Our experience of which allows for a much 
deeper understanding and richer educational experience.

Mathematics

Year 9 Core SubjectsYear 9 Core Subjects



Science is a way of asking the important questions about the natural 
world. The knowledge of science has been developed over centuries 
built upon experimentations and questioning why. The skills to 
undertake these investigations have also been refined over time and 
form the basis of the scientific method. Science has influenced the 
society in which we live and in turn society has also effected scientific 
direction.

Students undertake an individual project over two weeks in which 
they can explore many topics including, testing which is most 
effective as a cleanser soap or hand sanitiser? Evaluation of electric 
versus manual tooth-brushing, graininess of film under different light 
conditions, and does taste depend on visual clues.   

These projects are designed to allow students to develop their 
Science skills in individual projects.

In Year 9, students explore the complex system of the human body 
and how it responds to its external environment. This includes the 
control the nervous and hormonal systems has on the body as well as 
how the body responds to disease and immunity.  

They explore the flow of energy in ecosystems and how chemical 
reactions like the reactions of acids and combustion can influence 
this system.

The students examine the idea of matter and energy in many topics 
from the structure of the atom to how series and parallel circuits 
work. They explore how magnetism interacts with electricity and 
wires. Students compare and contrast light and sound waves to 
explore how energy can be transferred and how the properties of 
these two waves can be used in many devices.  

They cover a wide range of chemical concepts that are important in 
the real world such as the role of fossil fuels in the supply of energy 
and the production of carbon dioxide to the actions of acids and 
bases. 

The topics in Year 9 are: 

•	 How do organisms respond to changes?  Control and 
coordination of disease and immunity 

•	 What is inside the atom? 

•	 Electricity and Magnetism

•	 Communication with Waves - the electromagnetic spectrum

•	 Energy flows in ecosystems   

•	 Chemistry in the environment: Acid and bases and fuelling 
society 

Science
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Students select two semester-length options from the following 

electives. Students are encouraged to select from a different subject 

area in each semester.

Note:	Dance,	Digital	Media	and	Design,	Fine	Art,	Game	

Development,	and	Product	Design	and	Technology	can	only	be	

selected once, either in Semester 1 or 2.

Language Experience (LEX) elective: 

The	Additional	Learning	Needs	Faculty	offers	a	Language	
Experience elective in Semesters 1 and 2 (given sufficient numbers) 
for those students needing additional literacy support. Entry into 
this course is negotiated on an individual basis, however, students 
must have a diagnosed literacy disability or difficulty to be eligible. 
Further	information	on	Language	Experience	is	provided	in	this	
handbook	under	the	tab	“Provision	for	diverse	learning	needs”.

This elective is intended to both introduce and challenge student’s 
understanding of Dance as a form of communication and expression 
within the community. This course is not just for experienced 
dancers but also for those students who have an interest in the art 
form and wish to begin their exploration of it.

In this unit, students explore the Body, Society and Movement. 
Students understand the body through kinaesthetic awareness 
and alternative dance practices. They will explore art through the 
senses and begin to develop their own movement vocabulary; 
responding to various structured improvisations. Students will 
also gain an understanding of society and movement, delving into 
how dance may be used as therapy. Dance within the community 
will be embraced as a platform for students to appreciate dance 
in alternative ways. The course culminates into a group-devised 
community based performance.

This course can only be selected once, either in Semester 1 or 
Semester 2.

Dance
Semester 1 and 2

Year 9 Elective SubjectsYear 9 Elective Subjects
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In Year 9, Visual Arts and Design offers two options that can be 
selected	in	either	Semester	1	or	Semester	2:	Fine	Art	and	Digital	Media	
and Design. They ensure an experience in both the traditional studio 
practice of the fine arts to the virtual platforms of digital design. 
Both provide students with opportunities for creative, imaginative 
and innovative thought and action. Within the courses, students 
can examine major forms of artistic expression from the Indigenous, 
Colonial and Modernist traditions and from a variety of cultures to 
the contemporary imagery of digital art and design.

The main objectives of the Year 9 curriculum in Visual Art & Design 
are to develop in students:

•	 An appreciation of media, art and design through written and 
verbal tasks 

•	 An ability to interpret art and design through making and 
responding to their own and other’s work 

•	 The ability to create ideas through research and a design process 

•	 A clear understanding and effective application of art and 
design terminology including the analysis of the elements and 
principles of design 

•	 An understanding of art and design in a cultural context 

•	 A process of reflection and refinement in the making of  a 
finished piece of work 

Visual Arts and Design electives

Semester 1 and 2

Using their laptops as their canvas, students learn key skills in the 
industry standard programs, including Adobe Illustrator and Indesign, 
to create and design their own images and visual communications. 
The focus will be on digital art and design that have been created in 
response to a concept and technique.

A portfolio of work will be the basis for assessment of achievement in 
this course.

The topics covered in the course include:

•	 Interpreting the works of illustrators and graphic novels 

•	 Skill development in Adobe programs 

•	 Developing the design process 

•	 Communication through design

Digital Media and Design

Fine	Art:	Tradition	and	change
Semester 1 and 2 

Students are introduced to traditional art media and techniques. 
Students develop skills in painting and sculpture, creating works 
that are a personal interpretation of technical approaches through 
historical and cultural investigation. In each area, students explore 
the idea of representation and how we can communicate through 
appropriation, symbolism and style. Students will also develop an 
understanding of Modernism from a visual art perspective and study 
the major movements, events and changes in attitude through the 
19th and 20th Century.

A portfolio of work will be the basis for assessment of achievement in 
this course.

The topics covered in the semester-long course include:

•	 Investigation into a Modernist movement 

•	 Developing the design process 

•	 Practical	interpretation	of	researched	styles:	Painting	

•	 Research of a Modern artist 

•	 Personal	interpretation	of	a	traditional	technique:	Sculpture
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Food	and	Technology	-	Food	for	Fitness		 
Semester 1 

Combining	fitness,	nutrition	and	living	a	long	and	healthy	life,	Food	
for	Fitness	focuses	on	nutrition,	healthy,	balanced	diets,	foods	for	
optimal fitness and reducing the risks of diet related diseases.

Using varied preparation techniques, cooking methods and 
presentation styles, students will have the opportunity to create 
innovative	food	products.	Fresh,	seasonally	available	ingredients	will	
be incorporated in productions to ensure nutritious, high quality 
foods are prepared. Students will learn about food selection models 
and the importance of healthy eating, and develop a healthy lunch 
box for Year 3 students.

Students have the opportunity to design their own dishes and weekly 
practical lessons allow them to develop cooking skills.

Key focus areas:

•	 Hygienic and safe food production

•	 Key food groups and food selection models and applying 
nutritional concepts to a range of settings

•	 An understanding of the design process; including: design briefs, 
ordering and evaluating 

•	 Following	and	creating	design	briefs	and	developing	design	ideas

•	 Investigate the relationship between nutrients, diet and health

•	 Investigating diet related diseases and creating a menu for 
people to reduce the risks

•	 Designing a healthy lunch box for Year 3 students

•	 The ability to work both independently and as a member of a 
team to problem-solve 

•	 Skills to successfully analyse and evaluate outcomes in a range of 
environments 

•	 Competence and confidence in cooking through practical 
experience 

Food	and	Technology	-	Foods	around	the	world			 
Semester 2 

Throughout this course, students investigate and prepare foods from 
many international cuisines. This unit enables students to investigate 
the role food plays in the cultural life of people around the world. 
Students investigate the multicultural life of Melbourne, sampling 
many foods and creating mouth-watering dishes. Indigenous 
Australian ingredients will be investigated and used in numerous 
ways.

Using varied preparation techniques, cooking methods and 
presentation styles, students will have the opportunity to create 
innovative	food	products.	Fresh,	seasonally	available	ingredients	will	
be incorporated in productions to ensure nutritious, high quality 
foods are prepared. Students work towards preparing and hosting a 
World	Food	Fair,	demonstrating	their	skills	in	creating	interesting	and	
diverse dishes from Australia and around the world.

Students have the opportunity to design their own dishes and weekly 
practical lessons allow them to develop cooking skills.

Key focus areas:

•	 Hygienic and safe food production

•	 Investigating international food culture and celebrations

•	 Learning about, sampling and using indigenous Australian 
ingredients

•	 Experiencing Melbourne’s diverse food culture

•	 An understanding of the design process, including: design briefs, 
ordering and evaluating 

•	 Following	and	creating	design	briefs	and	developing	design	ideas

•	 The ability to design menus, highlighting a range of cultural 
celebrations

•	 Planning	and	preparing	a	World	Food	Fair	for	staff	at	St	Michael’s	

•	 The ability to work both independently and as a member of a 
team to problem-solve 

•	 Skills to successfully analyse and evaluate outcomes in a range of 
environments 

•	 Competence and confidence in cooking through practical 
experience

Year 9 Elective SubjectsYear 9 Elective Subjects
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Semester 1 and 2

The Information Technology courses are designed to engage students 
with a range of technologies and applications from Animations to 
Game	Design,	and	Video	Production	to	Web	Design.	It	may	also	
address areas such as robotics, where appropriate. Students use 
software which is industry standard in real world situations. In Year 9, 
Information and Technology offers one option, Game Development, 
which can be selected in either Semester 1 or Semester 2. 

The Game Development course is designed to give students an 
understanding of a broad range of computer skills and knowledge. 
The course is designed around the topic of creative game design so 
that students can quickly transfer their prior knowledge into tangible 
skills which can be transferred to many other subjects. 

Using their laptop and software, students learn to make games, 
progressing	from	maze	games	(e.g.	Pacman),	to	platform	games	(e.g.	
Mario and Sonic) then to more complex control structures using 
coding	(e.g.	Flight	Control).	

This unit is designed to be self-paced and allows for students who 
are keen to extend their skills and abilities via extension activities and 
resources.

The main objectives of the Game Development curriculum are to 
develop in students:

•	 The ability to manage files and folder structures for large projects 

•	 An understanding of what makes a ‘good game’ 

•	 An understanding of how computers think 

•	 An understanding of game logic 

•	 Project	management	skills	

•	 Communication skills with group members via online forums, 
collaboration tools and face-to-face meetings 

•	 An ability to problem solve and troubleshoot using known 
techniques

Topics covered for Game Development:

•	 Computer logic and binary logic 

•	 Character design 

•	 Game play design 

•	 Maze and platform gaming 

•	 Piracy	and	solutions

Game Development

Semester 1 

This course provides students with the opportunity to extend their 
music performance skills and experience.

The areas covered include solo and ensemble performance, 
music analysis, composition and extended aural and theory skill 
development:

•	 Solo	Performance,	assessed	through	a	ten-minute	performance	
on an instrument of choice (including voice)

•	 Ensemble	Performance,	assessed	through	participation	in	a	
School ensemble or choir and a rehearsal reflection task

•	 Music Analysis, assessed through the completion of a Listening 
Journal	and	end-of-unit	test

•	 Theory and Aural Comprehension, assessed through ongoing and 
end-of-unit tests

•	 Composition, assessed through the completion of an extended 
composition or creative organisation project

It is recommended that students enrolling in this subject have some 
prior knowledge and experience on an instrument or voice. Students 
undertaking this course are expected to participate in a St Michael’s 
Ensemble or Choir. This can be arranged at the commencement of the 
Unit.

Music
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Product	Design	and	Technology
Semester 1 and 2

Product	Design	and	Technology	actively	engages	students	in	
producing quality designed solutions to identified problems or 
opportunities across a range of technologies. Students develop a sense 
of pride, satisfaction and enjoyment from developing their ability to 
produce innovative designed solutions to real life issues. 

Students complete a major design task, with a specific focus area: 
functional design. Examples of projects could include the design and 
production of designer lighting or functional jewellery. Students are 
guided through the design process and continue their development of 
the skills and knowledge relevant to a workshop environment. 

The main objectives of Design Technology are to develop in students:

•	 The ability to analyse problems and generate ideas 

•	 The knowledge and hands-on application of Computer Aided 
Design and Manufacturing (CAD/CAM)

•	 The ability to carry out investigation, research and analysis 

•	 An understanding of systems and mechanisms 

•	 An understanding of appropriate properties and applications of 
materials 

•	 An understanding of modern production techniques 

•	 The ability to complete a product evaluation 

•	 A competency in design drawing and visual presentations

Production	and	Performance	
Semester 2

Students enrolling in this course experience the multi-faceted process 
of bringing a work to life from script to performance, designing and 
creating props and sets, devising lighting and sound and developing 
performance skills in acting and movement for theatre.

The course is a highly hands-on experience with a series of public 
performances at the end of the semester. Students will have the 
opportunity to work with a range of St Michael’s staff as well as visiting 
specialists. Students will also have the opportunity to visit an external 
theatre company.

Students will explore and experience all aspects of performance 
through a series of workshops in acting, stagecraft, choreography, 
theatre technology and multi-media. Students will then choose an area 
to specialise in from acting, directing, choreography, set design and 
construction, lighting, sound design and operation, and multimedia.

Topics covered:

•	 Perspectives	on	performance	(10%)	

•	 Script	development	(30%)	

•	 Technique	development	(20%)	

•	 Performance	outcome	(30%)	

•	 Written	evaluation	(10%)	

Year 9 Elective SubjectsYear 9 Elective Subjects
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Semester 1

Theatresports is improvised theatre entertainment played as a 
spectator sport; it is the marriage of theatre and sport; it is competitive 
improvisation. This unit is designed to develop:

•	 The	ability	to	be	spontaneously	creative	and	imaginative	

•	 Skills	in	working	cooperatively	with	other	performers	

•	 An	understanding	of	the	elements	of	dramatic	situations

The nature of Theatresports is grounded in developing skills in 
listening, confidence, communication and comedy. The culmination of 
the unit will be our own competition in front of an audience.

Theatresports
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Support Teachers and Learning Assistants provide a range of 
services to students through teaching and learning programs. 
A detailed Student Documentation System ensures staff are 
informed about the specific needs of individual students. Individual 
case meetings are also held when required. The Additional 
Learning	Needs	Faculty	works	closely	with	internal	staff,	visiting	
teachers, occupational therapists, speech therapists, audiologists, 
psychologists, physiotherapists, behavioural optometrists and 
speech pathologists.

Services include:

•	 Provision	of	advice,	information	and	consultation	to	the	
student’s teachers and other relevant staff members

•	 Provision	of	professional	development	for	staff	

•	 Programs	for	high	achievers,	such	as	future	problem-solving,	
tournament of minds and access to external gifted and 
talented programs 

•	 Language	Experience	Program	(LEX)	for	students	with	acute,	
ongoing literacy and learning needs in Years 7-10 

•	 In-class support 

•	 Numeracy skill development through the differentiated 
Mathematics	Program	in	Years	7-10	

•	 Faculty	support	through	professional	development	and	
strategic consultancy 

•	 Diagnostic assessment and referral  

•	 Consultation with community-based specialists 

•	 Parent	and	family	advice	

•	 Program	support	groups,	for	students	that	meet	funding	
criteria, to ensure shared decision making and understanding

Provision	for	Diverse	
Learning Needs

Language Experience classes focus on assisting students in the 
areas of reading improvement, spelling techniques, development 
of written expression, development of study techniques, self-
organisation	techniques,	“learning	to	learn”	strategies	and	
examination techniques. Students build on their language skills 
enabling them to be increasingly responsible for their own learning. 

Entry into this course is negotiated on an individual basis; however, 
eligible students must have a diagnosed literacy difficulty or 
disability.

LEX	consists	of	core	content	that	includes	units	of	work	related	
to other subject curriculum, as well as units of work that cater for 
individual needs. It involves developing study skills and building 
strategies for effective reading and writing. A wide range of tasks 
are presented and the course content is both relevant to the 
developmental skills of the student and designed to address 
specific learning needs. 

LEX	is	focused	on	success	and	the	achievement	of	key	critical	skills.	
Student achievement stems from the presentation of relevant 
and targeted tasks, an individualised approach and opportunities 
to transfer new skills to regular subject areas. Students also have 
the opportunity to seek individual help with planning, drafting 
and editing of their work for other subjects. As with all other 
subjects, assessment is based on the submission of class work and 
assignments, the results of which are communicated to parents 
through the online reporting system.

Years 9-10 Language
	Experience	Program	(LEX)	 

Additional Learning NeedsAdditional Learning Needs
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The Mathematics program from Years 6 to 10 takes students’ 
current skills and knowledge into account by pre-testing each 
module. Students are then grouped according to their level of 
understanding and teachers target the teaching to the students’ 
identified needs. Six modules are taught over the year and classes 
are re-formed for each module. Students with significant gaps 
in their knowledge are placed in smaller classes which enables a 
greater focus on each individual’s growth. Students demonstrating 
comprehensive knowledge at a particular year level are placed in 
classes where they will progress to the next year level, or beyond, 
depending on their demonstrated understanding.

Academic enrichment 

Additional Learning Needs staff assist teaching staff with the 
development of appropriate programs and tasks for students 
requiring enrichment in specific subject areas. The Year 7 testing 
platform assists the School to identify those students with high 
ability and to plan for their future learning.

Students are also able to further develop their talents by becoming 
involved in co-curricular activities provided through Drama and 
the	Performing	Arts,	Music,	Mathematics	challenges,	Science	
competitions, Art, Sport, Outdoor Education and external gifted 
and talented programs.

Years 6-10 Mathematics 
Program

Additional Learning NeedsAdditional Learning Needs
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From	Years	7	to	9,	the	Outdoor	Education	Program	emphasises	personal	

growth through outdoor experiences and allows students to live together in 

a small community. Students are encouraged to experience the challenges 

and beauty of the outdoors and apply the practical aspects of components 

of the academic curriculum.

Outdoor Education
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Year 9 Exodus - Real Responsibility 
The theme for the Year 9 program is ‘Real Responsibility’. During 
the program, students are encouraged to take on a greater degree 
of responsibility for themselves and others. This is reflected in the 
students having choice between three different programs each with 
differing levels of challenge. During the program they also take on a 
more proactive leadership role focusing on exploring the meaning 
of responsibility and working through models based on accepting 
responsibility for our actions or inaction.

The Year 9 programs consist of a choice between three different 
programs which run for six days in total. They are the following: 

Rock & Roll (Grampians)

The Grampians offer some of the most spectacular and high quality 
climbing in Australia. The beautiful thing about the Grampians is 
that it offers so much choice and caters to a wide range of climbing 
abilities. During the six days away the students will partake in single 
pitch rock climbing for two days and a cycle journey for two days. 
The students will be camping in tents and will be required to cook for 
themselves in small groups for the duration of the trip. This program 
builds skills in climbing, cycling and self-catering and is excellent 
preparation for the Arapiles climbing program in Year 11.

Raft & Walk (Greater Eildon Area)

The Goulburn River yields itself to rafting in the summer months, 
and has one of the most popular river sections in Victoria, with lines 
forming at some of the rapids to surf the better waves. Students will 
participate in a two day white water rafting journey and a two day 
bush walk with preparation and skill maintenance either side. All 
food on the program will be provided by The Outdoor Education 
Group and students will break into smaller groups to cook.

This program is essential preparation for Year 9 students who are 
interested in completing the Mt Kosciusko to Coast expedition in 
Year 11 as they will learn important skills in white water rafting and 
tarpology.

Peddle & Paddle  
(Lake Eildon & Great Victorian Rail Trail)

Lake Eildon is Victoria’s most popular inland waterway for 
recreational boating activities. With over 515km of shoreline when it 
is at full capacity it holds six times as much water as Sydney Harbour. 
Lake	Eildon	backs	on	to	the	Lake	Eildon	National	Park	and	provides	
a large habitat for wildlife, including kangaroos, wombats and bird 
life. Students will spend time sea kayaking on Lake Eildon as well 
as cycling the Great Victorian Rail Trail through Mansfield and its 
surrounds. Students will plan a menu prior to camp and will purchase 
all of their supplies on the road. This program builds sea kayaking and 
cycling skills and is excellent preparation for the Coastal Experience 
or Environmental program in Year 11.

Outdoor Education
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